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PREFACE

This supplement to Pediatrics presents the Proceedings of the International Conference on Child Day

Care Health: Science, Prevention, and Practice, which was held in Atlanta on June 15 to 17, 1992. The
Conference was co-sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, American Public Health Association, World Health Organization, and

a number of other national and international agencies (see Appendix A). The Conference focused
on three themes: a) providing an overview of child day-care health; b) meeting the needs of

children and care givers; and c) translating science into practice. Special emphasis was placed on
the following topics: the prevention of infectious diseases and injuries in child day-care settings;
the impact of current child day-care practices and policies on infectious diseases and injuries;

occupational health of child day-care workers; social and developmental issues in child day-care
settings; and environmental health issues in child day-care settings.

More than 850 persons registered for active participation in the Conference, and approximately

200 individual presentations were given. Because this Conference was the first of its kind, the

planners intended from the outset that a permanent record of the proceedings be published and
made available to the child-care, medical, and public health communities. Each person who

presented at the Conference was invited to submit a manuscript or abstract for consideration for

these Proceedings. We received a total of 125 such submissions, representing original papers,
plenary presentations, summaries of concurrent group-discussion sessions, and posters. On the

basis of a review process that involved having each paper reviewed by the Proceedings editors and
then, if indicated, by selected technical experts, we recommended to the Editor of Pediatrics that
67 manuscripts and abstracts be published in the Proceedings.

Our goal in organizing the Proceedings has been to create a “user-friendly” document for readers
with specific areas of interest. Because of the nature of the manuscripts and abstracts selected for

these Proceedings, we organized the volume into the following basic topical categories: prevention
of infectious diseases; prevention of injuries and improvement of the day-care environment;
meeting the needs of children; meeting the needs of care givers; addressing the forms and costs
of child day care; and improving the child day-care setting. Each major section of the Proceedings
is further subdivided by category of presentation, including keynote and plenary presentations,

original papers, summaries of concurrent sessions, and selected abstracts.
Meeting the objectives for this Proceedings required an extraordinary effort by many profes-

sional staff at CDC, as well as the group of reviewers selected by Pediatrics. We are especially
grateful to the technical reviewers at CDC, who were exceptionally responsive to our request for
rigorous and thoughtful reviews of selected manuscripts in a limited time frame (see Appendix B).

In addition, we thank former CIX Director, Dr. William L. Roper, and other persons-including
Dr. Stephen Thacker, Ms. Barbara Holloway, Dr. Harrison Spencer, Dr. Steven Solomon, and Dr.

Albert Chang-for their support and encouragement. Other CIX staff members who provided

critical support for different stages of this effort included Ms. Roy Brandt, Ms. Joy Herndon,
Ms. Diane Holley, Ms. Ann Usey, and Ms. Janis Videtto. Finally, we are especially indebted to
Ms. Evelyn DuVal of CDC’s Epidemiology Program Office, whose indefatigable and persistent
efforts guaranteed the success of this effort.

Child day care is a global reality, the success or failure of which has an impact on all members
of the community. We hope that pediatricians and other readers find this document to be both
informative and useful, and that the contents of these Proceedings assist in further stimulating
efforts by the medical and public health communities to improve child day care through enhanced
science, prevention, and practice.
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