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ing from day-care providers, to parents, to researchers. Risk

management is the issue of using reasonable or available re-

sources to reduce levels of risk to those that are acceptable for

the community.

Cross Cutting: Future Directions

Three crosscutting topics related to methodologic issues

include the needs to standardize definitions, standardize

measurements, and develop practical, effective surveillance

strategies. The following needs are also included in future

directions.

Quality Child Day Care

The need to fund quality child care requires documenting the

cost of inadequate funding and funding the true cost of care.

Funding child day care may require developing private and public

initiatives, combining funds creatively, evaluating the relationship

between cost and quality, and developing new methods to mea-

sure quality as an outcome.

Provide, Link, and Mobilize Resources

Three-way partnerships among child day-care providers,

health-care providers, and families are needed. Also needed are

networks to link child care with individual health professionals

and with health and other community organizations for technical

assistance and services. Care givers also can serve as parent edu-

cators, and senior citizens and volunteer health professionals may

also play important roles.

Educate Providers, Parents, and Children

Sound and culturally sensitive educational strategies are

needed to educate the participants in child care. For children, this

includes providing health promotion in the early childhood

curriculum.

Use Child Day Care as a Delivery Point for Health Services

Child-care programs hold many opportunities for screenings,

vaccinations, and other preventive services.

Integrate Children With Special Needs

This calls for integrating special-needs regulations with other

child-care regulations; tapping community resources including

schools, hospitals, and school transportation systems; and balanc-

ing primary prevention with treatment.

Implement the APHA/AAP Standards

There is a need to upgrade regulations, obtain and disseminate

data on compliance and outcomes, and simplify documentation

for providers. States should consider specifying funds for im-

provements, and survefflance must be used to measure gaps and

compliance. Implementation will require providing incentives for

compliance and mixing of regulatory and nonregulatory ap-

proaches, such as educational strategies.

CONCLUSION

The issues addressed in the concurrent sessions of the confer-

ence were worldwide in scope and importance. The knowledge

base on infectious disease and injury in the child-care setting is

increasing, but investigative work in these areas must continue to

further define and reduce these risks. Current knowledge offers

tools for both risk reduction and health promotion in group care.

Effective implementation of this knowledge requires collaboration

among disciplines and sectors of our society. We need intensified

scientific study, creative development of pragmatic solutions, and

a societal commitment to improving the quality of child care. The

conference surfaced many interconnected issues and recommen-

dations for how child care can help society “transmit civilization.”

The future health of our societies may depend on how well we use

our opportunities to nurture children in child care.
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