
Supplement A: Canada Minimum Age Interview Guide 
 
Greetings, thank you so much for taking the time to talk with us. Researchers from the 
Department of Social Welfare and the Department of Medicine at UCLA are conducting a 
research study to investigate the development and implementation of policies and practices 
related to children who come in contact with law enforcement; here we are referring to those 
aged 11 and under. We want to understand Canada’s experience around setting and 
maintaining minimum age of 12 years old for the youth justice system. 
 
I will now read you a consent script, at the end, can you please answer yes or no if you are 
willing to participate?  This consent will be recorded along with the interview (read script).  
 
 

1. Would you please tell me a bit about your current position? 
o What are your additional experiences in this field? 

 
2. I want to start by talking about the policy surrounding the minimum age of youth 

jurisdiction in Canada (meaning, the age that young people can be prosecuted). 
    

Before minimum age of 12 was established:  
o Can you tell me about Canada’s minimum age of 12? What happened before the 

minimum age of 12 (i.e., when it was 7)? 
 
Since passage of minimum age of 12: 

o How was the age new law of age 12 established; what research, rationale, or 
policy-making arguments were used to establish this law?  

• What social movements contributed? 

• Was there any opposition/ from what stakeholders? Key cases? 

• Has there been discussion to change the law (higher or lower) since 
passage? 

o Tell us about implementation of the law, how does it work?  

• Are there any problems or glitches you are aware of?  
o What happens then when children under age 12 come into contact with law 

enforcement? What are the (police, child welfare, health professionals, 
advocates, teachers, etc.) supposed to do?  

a. Does the process usually work out, in practice?  
b. What social services or supports are utilized instead of youth 

justice? 
c. Are there provincial or local variations that you are aware of?  
d. What has changed in Canada since the minimum age law was 

passed? (prompt: such as has the youth justice population been 
reduced, are there more alternatives for court processing?) 

e. Any unanticipated consequences to this law? (prompt: backlash, 
unmet needs, child welfare concerns, prosecuting everyone over 
the age threshold) 

 



3. Please describe any types of policies or practices in Canada or in your province that are 
currently geared toward children under 12 who come to the attention of law 
enforcement (or who otherwise would if Canada did not have minimum age law)? 

o What are some best practices that you are aware of for dealing with these 
children outside the courts?  

 
4. <<Insert a province specific question here>> 

 
5. Overall, do you think establishing a national minimum age law was a good idea?   

o If YES, what external services and structures have been essential to upholding 
the success of the law?   

o If NO, why not?  
o Any changes you suggest to the existing law? 
o Implications and advice for the US? 

 
6. Is there anything else you want to add that we haven’t covered? 

    
7. Who do you recommend we speak to next from (province, federal) 


