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Final Statement of the Twelfth
Ordinary Session of the European
Council for Fatwa and Research that
was held at its Headquarters in
Dublin, Ireland during the period 6 to
10 of Dhul-qi’dah, 1423 AH December
31, 2003 to 4 of January 2004.

Resolution 12/3 Muslim children
enjoying the benefits of human milk
banks in Western Countries.

The Members of the Council
discussed the topic of providing
Muslim children -particularly the
premature and underweight babies –
with milk from the human milk banks
widely available in Western
countries, which such babies are
badly in need of to save their lives.

After looking into the decision (2/6)-
6 taken by the International Islamic
Fiqh Academy concerning the
establishment of milk banks in the
Muslim World and the prohibition of
nursing from them, the Council
reviewed the technical and Shar’i
studies submitted by some of its
Members on milk banks. Due to the
change in the criteria on which the
decision of the International Islamic
Fiqh Academy was based, particularly
what concerns the Muslims residing
in the Western countries, where there
are milk banks that have existed for
a long time and where they increase
in number and spread from one
country to another, besides the
increase in the number of the
Muslims residing in the West and the
absence of identified wet nurses, as is
the case in the Muslim World, the
Council decides the following:

First: There is no objection in terms
of Shari’ah to benefiting by the milk of
the milk banks when necessary.

Second: Benefiting by this milk does
not entail prohibiting marriage
because of nursing, partly because
the number of the times of nursing is
unknown, and partly because of
mixing up the milk and the inability
to identify the wet nurses because of
the legal prohibition of disclosing the
names of the donors of the milk that
is applied in these banks. This is in
addition to the large unlimited
number of such donors. The decision
is based on consulting the jurists’
decision that marriage is not
prohibited in the case when a baby is
nursed by an unknown woman in
a village, due to the impossibility of
identifying her, and on the fact that
the milk offered by these banks is
a mixture of milk donned by
a number of unidentified nurses and
the major proportion of it is
unknown. Allah knows best.
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