
ARTICLE

DeFInItIOns OF selecteD WInDOW 
cOVeRInG teRMs

Definitions are adapted from 
the American National Standard 
for Safety of Corded Window 
Covering Products (ANSI/WCMA 
A100.1-2014).6

bottom Rail

The member of the window covering 
that acts as an attaching point for the 
inner cords and supports the window 
covering as it is being lowered or 
raised.

cord or bead chain loop

The curving or doubling of a bead 
chain or cord so as to form a closed 
loop.

headrail

The element of the window covering, 
normally at the top, that is attached 
to the installation brackets.

Inner cord

The portion of the cord that transfers 
force from the user interface to 
components to cause motion (raise, 
lower, traverse, rotate).

Operating cord

The portion of a cord that manipulates 
the shade or blind. Actions include 
raise, lower, traverse, rotate, and tilt.

tassel

The device used to terminate and 
cover the end of a free-hanging cord 
of a window covering.

OPeRatInG systeMs

standard

Two or more cords that are routed 
from the window covering (the 
operation cord) through the window 
covering materials and components 
(the inner cord). A cord-locking 
device is a common means to allow 
the user to set the height of the 
window covering.

single cord

One cord used to manipulate a 
window covering that is used in 
conjunction with a mechanism to 
raise and lower a window covering.

continuous loop

A single piece of cord coupled to 
form 1 continuous loop, typically in 
the form of a cord or beaded chain 
(metal or plastic) and often used in 
conjunction with a clutch mechanism 
to raise, lower, or traverse a window 
covering.

cordless

A window covering operating system 
that may require inner cords to 
function (open or close) but does not 
require an operating cord.

cord loop lift

An operating system that lifts 
a roll-up style blind by using a 
standard cord lift system that wraps 

around the bottom of the product  
and enables the shade to roll  
up from bottom to top. A locking 
mechanism holds the shade in the 
raised position at any point along  
its length.

tyPe OF blInD OR shaDe

Illustrations of types of window 
coverings are available on pages 
66 to 67 of the American National 
Standard for Safety of Corded 
Window Covering Products  
(ANSI/WCMA A100.1-2014).6

cellular shade

Includes those products referenced 
and commonly known as the 
honeycomb shade. Cellular shades 
consist of multiple layers of material 
formed into tubes or cells.

horizontal blinds

Includes those products referenced 
and commonly known as micro 
blinds, mini blinds, and Venetian 
blinds. Horizontal blinds consist 
of slats of various widths that are 
suspended from a headrail by 
“ladders” to hold the slats in  
a horizontal orientation.

Pleated shade

Includes those products referenced 
and commonly known as accordion 
and Z-fold or Y-shaped pleats.  
Pleated shade substrates  
consist of a single layer or  
multiple layers of material  
with permanent pleats in a  
horizontal orientation.
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Roll-up style blinds

Includes those products referenced 
and commonly known as porch 
shades, roll-up shades, and woven 
woods. A window covering consisting 
of a flexible sheet with a cord; when 
the cord is pulled, a loop rises, 
causing the flexible sheet to roll up 
from the bottom of the blind.

Roller shade

A window covering composed of a 
roller, a means of supporting the 
roller, and flexible sheets of material 

attached to the roller. The window 
covering operates by activating a 
spring mechanism in the roller, by 
a cord or bead loop attached to the 
roller, or with a motor.

Roman style shade

Roman style shades consist of a 
flexible fabric with rings, clips, or 
attachment devices attached to 
the back. The rings are aligned in 
columns and spaced so that the fabric 
folds or gathers as it is raised. The 
fabric is suspended from a headrail 

that contains hardware for guiding 
cords and operating the shade. Cords 
run from the headrail through a 
column of rings and are attached to 
the lowest ring or bottom rail.

Vertical blinds

These consist of slats or “vanes” 
in a vertical orientation that can 
be stacked in a small space to 1 or 
both sides of the headrail. Vanes 
are suspended from a headrail that 
houses mechanisms that allow  
vanes to traverse and/or rotate.
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