
The Academy's policy state-
ments, clinical reports, technical _

reports, practice guidelines and _
parent pages are now accessible
from one centralized online loca-
tion.
"AAP Policy" is free to the public,

eliminating the need to register or
enter a password. The site allows
visitors immedilate access toocd.ocu-
ments published in Pediatrics. _._
Members who previouslyaccessed_
these documents via the AAPWeb_
site Will fnna a link from the AAP
site (www.aap.org) to the new site.
"The site is advantageous

because it provides ready accessto_
Academy policy of all types with
excellent search tools. It should be
easy to get exactly the right level of
information faster than ever before," said Modena H.
Wilson, M.D., M.P.H., FAAP, director of the AAP Depart-
ment of Committees and Sections.
AAP Policy's search engine allows visitors to search by

author, committee or section, word(s) in title, or words
found anywhere in an article.
"AAP policy has always been a powerful advocacy and

education tool. This Web site will improve access to that
tool," Dr. Wilson added.
When a document is updated, a link will allow the user

to access the current version as well as view the prior
versions of the document.

If a document has been retired or reaffirmed, a
notice to that effect will be published, and a link will
be created to the notice from the document. Revised
policies also will contain a link between the new and
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previous versions.
Patients and parents also can benefit from the AAP

Policy site. Parent Pages, reproducible handouts for par-
ents that provide important health messages based on
AAP policy statements, are available for no charge.
"We want our information to be available. We publish

material meant for pediatricians, meant for parents and
meant for legislators and government officials," saidAAP
Associate Executive Director Roger F. Suchyta, M.D., FAAP.
An upcoming enhancement to the site will feature links

to AAP-endorsed documents authored by other organi-
zations.
AccessAAP Policy at www.aappolicy.org.
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Morris A.Wessel, M.D., FAAP
New Haven, Conn.
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O P I N I O N S

Supporting distraught parents
The joint statement of the American Academy of

Pediatrics and the American College of Emergency
Physicians published in October (Pediatrics.
2002;110:839-840) includes the important recommen-
dation that emergency room colleagues should notify
the primary care physicianwhen a death ofa child occurs
in an emergency department.
This suggestion raises another important issue, i.e.

when a primary physician refers a child to a tertiary level
medical center for definitive evaluation and care. This
hospital frequently is located at a distance from the fam-
ily's home. Unfortunately, there are occasions when a
child dies in this hospital.
The supportive relationship of the tertiary hospital

staff is no longer available when the distraught parents
return to their home community. It is important that a

physician or a colleague who cared for the patient in the
medical center promptly notify the primary physician
who referred the patient that the death of the child has
taken place. The primary physician in the local commu-
nity usually has a longstanding relationship with par-
ents and siblings in the family, which offers the
opportunity to provide important support at this sad
moment (Osterweis M, et al. Bereavement, Reactions,
Consequences and Care. Washington, D.C.: National
Academy Press; 1984).




