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Know the facts
This is in reply to the letter by Dr. Kreider in the January issue of

AAPNews. Gun control is a polarizing issue for this country; I guess
it shouldn't be any different for our organization. Ifyou are going to
debate, you need to know the facts:

1. The SecondAmendment to the Constitution states: "Awell-reg-
ulated militia, being necessary to the security ofa free state, the right
of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." What
does this mean? I agree with former ChiefJusticeWarren Burger, who
wrote, "The real purpose of the Second Amendment was to ensure
that the 'state armies' - 'the militia' - would be maintained for the
defense ofthe state . .. The very language ofthe SecondArnendment
refutes any argument that it was intended to guarantee every citi-
zen an unfettered right to any kind ofweapon he or she desires."

2. I suspect that the National Rifle Association was the source for
Dr. Kreider's statement that "Guns are used far more often to prevent
crimes ofviolence than in the commission ofcrimes." Studies pub-
lished in the NewEnglandJournal ofMedicinehave shown that: a)
A gun in the home is 43 times more likely to kill a familymember or
friend than it is to be used to kill an intruder. b) The presence of a
gun in the home increases the likelihood ofhomicide in that home
almost threefold and of suicide fivefold.

3. Finally, Dr. Kreider states, "Households headed bywomen are
often only able to defend themselves with handguns." The FBI
Supplementary Homicide Report stated that "In 1992, 73 females
were victims of handgun homicide for every female who used a

handgun in a justifiable homicide."
If Dr. Kreider believes that the FBI and the New EnglandJournal

are sources of "misinformation . .. deliberatelyplanted," then Buffalo
Springfield was right: Paranoia strikes deep!

H.F. Brainard, M.D., FAAP
Manistee, Mich.

Dear Bolleague
The American Academy of Pediatrics is pleased to announce a new and unique "live" continuing medical education opportunity in New York City.

Sl l%t\ 0 _ ~~~~~~~Intoday's changing health care environment, it's crucial that
l l11{r ^ ~~~~~~~youkeep up to date with the current trends in child health

L \[ _ ~~~~~~~~~whileimproving your clinical and caregiving skills. That's why
w _ ~~~~~~~~~~we'reintoducing Super CME 2000.

ANE ~~~~~~~~~Designedfor you, the busy pediatric professional, this excitingADVANCE AND THRIVE IN PEDIATRICS conference will provide insights into the latest developments in
AN EDUCATIONAL EVENT FOR THE ENTIRE FAMSLY child health, practice management, and advocacy.

With emphasis on Advance and Thrive in Pediatrics, Super CME 2000 will offer unique benefits to its attendees
* Cutting-edge clinical sessions to enable you to provide high-quality care to your patients
* Hands-on, technique-based workshops and Meet-the-Expert discussion groups to help you enhance and refine

your practical skills
* Technology-computer training sessions to educate you about parent resources on the Internet
* Practice management seminars to give you the advice and guidance you need to practice in today's

challenging environment
* Specialized content areas in advocacy and practice management to provide you insight into the latest trends
* Networking and social events that will allow you to share ideas and insights with your colleagues
* Family-oriented events designed to assist you in balancing your career with your family and personal life

Plus,
* You can earn valuable CME credit by attending this event.

Whether you're a general pediatrician, physician just starting a career in pedi-
atrics, or a pediatric resident, Super CME 2000 in New York City has some-
thing for you!
To receive more information about this unique educational opportunity, simply
complete the attached information request form and return it to the Academy.
look forward to seeing you in New York, June 22-25, 2000, at the New York

Hilton and Towers!

Sincerely,

Rw~~o
Robert Perelrnan, MD, FAAP
Director
Department of Education

________________
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5easy ways to
request more information

Mail
American Academy of Pediatrics
141 Northwest Point Blvd
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-1098

Phone I

Toll-free: 800/433-9016, ext 7140
Outside the United States or Canada:
847/228-5005, ext 7140

Fax
847/228-5059 or 847/228-5097

E-mail
cmegaap.org

Internet
Visit the Academy's Web site:
www.aap.org




