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by LAURIE LARSON
News Writer

Drugs lose'6cool'
Children and adolescents surveyed in

New York City perceived greater risks
and fewer benefits from drug use in 1993
than they did in 1992, according to the
Partnership for a Drug-Free America's
1993 NewYork City Grade School Study.
Researchers surveyed 7,288 New York

City inner-city elementary-school stu-
dents in 1992, and followed up by
surveying. 8,319 students in 1993. In the
second-survey, researchers found stu-
dents were more aware of drug risks,
thought using drugs had fewer benefits',
had increasingly negative perceptions of
drug dealers, and had greater ability to
resist drugs than they had in 1992.
Elementary-school students were 10

percent more likely to report being
'"scared" of drugs in 1993 compared to
the previous year, 29 percent less likely
to try drugs and 17 percent less likely to
see drug use as "cool," according to the
survey.

Preteen students surveyed in 1992 said
they learned "a lot" about drugs from
school (83 percent), parents/ grandpar-
ents (84 percent), TV shows (71 percent)
and TV commercials (70 percent).
Based on results from the 1992 survey,

the partnership launched an extensive,
anti-drug TV commercial campaign in
New York City. The 1993 survey results
showed that TV commercials were the
only source that had more influence on
drug education than the previous year.
The TV campaign, as well as firsthand

experience with the negative effects of
the drug culture, were the two biggest
factors contributing to positive changes
in New York City children's attitudes
toward drugs, researchers stated.
For information or a copy of the report,

contact the Partnership for a Drug-Free
America, (212) 922-1560.

Measles outbreak cause
Religious and philosophical opposition

to vaccination contributed to two measles
outbreaks in the United States this year,
according to a June 15 report from the

David Zwierz

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention's (CDC) National Immuniza-
tion Program.
The two outbreaks represented 50 per-

cent of the 517 measles cases reported to
the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report from Jan. I to May 21, 1994. The
first outbreak began in February in Salt
Lake County, Utah. Measles affected 11
extended families in Utah, an extended
family in Nevada, and spread to two
cases in Missouri and one in Colorado.
The second outbreak occuffed on the

Missouri-Illinois border in April, when a
Christian Science high-school student
contracted measles during a trip to Col-
orado. By May 21, 175 confirmed cases
of measles had been reported in Illinois
and Missouri, representing the lar-
gest U.S. outbreak this year, CDC

officials said.
State and local health department offi-

cials in the affected states persuaded
many at-risk residents to seek immuniza-
tion after the outbreaks occuffed, based
on the possibility that they might miss
work or school, if quarantined.
For information, contact the Epidemi-

ology and Surveillance Division,
National Immunization Program, CDC;
(404) 639-8254.

Child-care center health
standards
Licensed U.S. child-care centers vary

widely in their compliance with health
and safety guidelines developed by the
Academy and the American Public
Health Association (APHA), according
to a report in the July American Journal
ofPublic Health.

In 1990, 2,003 child-care center direc-
tors nationwide were interviewed about
their own standards for controlling and
preventing infectious diseases and
injuries. Compliance with 16 AAP and
APHA guidelines ranged from 19.5 per-
cent to 98.6 percent, varying among
states and centers.
Among survey results, researchers

found that 94 percent of child-care center
directors had written policies on how sick
children should be managed and 90 per-
cent reported injuries serious enough to
require first aid.
However, while 74 percent of child-

care staff reported washing their hands
after every diaper change, only 40 per-
cent of children age 4 years were
reported to have washed their hands after
using toilets. Sixty-six percent of child-
care directors said they were required to
report measles outbreaks, while only 20
percent said thiey were required to report
diarrhea outbreaks.

Higher compliance was reported for
infection-control practices than for
injury-control practices, researchers stat-
ed. Individual ownership, religious
affiliation and for-profit status were asso-
ciated with decreased compliance.

Surfactant reduces
low-birth-weight deaths
Very-low-birth-weight infants are 30

percent less likely to die in hospitals
today than four years ago, due to the
introduction of surfactant, according to a

study in the May 26 New England Jour-
nal ofMedicine.
Researchers analyzed data from 5,629

very-low-birth-weight neonates at 14
perinatal centers between 1985 and 1990.
Among infants born after the introduc-
tion of surfactant into clinical practice,
40 percent fewer died from bronchopul-
monary dysplasia, re-searchers reported.
Projections of nationwide mortality

declined 5 percent. Surfactant use was

solely responsible for an 80 percent
decline in U.S. infant-mortality rates
between 1989 and 1990, researchers
stated.

Reducing indoor-air
pollution
Biologic materials, volatile organic

compounds, tobacco smoke and nitrogen
dioxide are the most common indoor pol-
lutants which might cause respiratory
problems, according to a study reported
in the July Journal ofRespiratory Dis-
eases.

Biologic pollutants, such as pollen,
fungi, insects and algae, most commonly
cause infection, the report stated. Aia
fur or feathers, saliva and urine might
cause respiratory allergy.

Volatile organic compounds, such as

cleaning fluids, could be twice as con-
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