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Cigarette tax setback
Recent efforts to prevent a roll

back of the cigarette excise tax
have gone up in smoke.
On a 49 to 47 vote, the Senate

defeated an amendment spon-
sored by Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.)
that would have preserved the 16
cents per package cigarette tax
and earmarked the additional
revenues to Medicare. A second
amendment, aimed at extending
the 16-cent tax as a means to re-
duce the deficit, also lost by a vote
of 50 to 46. Unless Congress acts,
the tax automatically reverts to 8
cents a package on Oct. 1, 1985.
(See Aprfl AAP News.)
Speaking against the amend-

ment were Senators Dole (R-Kan.),
Ford (D-Ky.), Helms (R-N.C.), Pack-
wood (R-Ore.), Symms (R-Idaho)
and Thurrnond (R-S.C.). Despite the
strength with which President
Reagan and the Republican
leadership opposed any sugges-
tion of a tax increase in this bud-
get, nine Republican senators
Boschwitz (Minn.), Chafee (R.I.),
Cohen (Maine), Gam (Utah), Hatch

(Utah), Hatfield (Ore.), Heinz (Pa.),
Mathias (Md.) and Nichols (Okla.)
-voted with Bradley.
North Carolina newspapers and

rumors from Capitol Hill indicate
that some tobacco state legislators
will attempt to connect the excise
tax with assistance for tobacco
farmers by devoting additional
revenue to the tobacco price sup-
port program. One Democrat vot-
ing against Bradley, Sen. Al Gore
(Tenn.) indicated that he expects
the tax to go up and he will vote
for a tax extension or increase only
if it is part of a comprehensive
package of legislation saving the
tobacco price support program.
In the meantime, it is important

to note that the tobacco industry
has generated volumes of mail
from corporate leaders, owners of
convenience and small retail
stores supporting the roll back.- Fel-
lows who are interested in contact-
ing their legislators in support of an
increase in the excise tax are en-
couraged to contact the Acad-
emy's Office of Government Liai-
son for assistance.

In related news, it was reported
that cigarette sales dropped in
1982 and 1983, marking the- first
decline in more than a decade,
reports the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.- In 1979, some 621 billion cig-
arettes were sold. In 1980, the fig-
ure jumped to 628.2 billion In
1981, the figure rose again, to 636.5
billion.
The decline began in 1982,

when sales dropped to 632.5 bil-
lion. Sales in 1983 dropped nearliy
8 percent, to 584.4 percent.

Vaccine-injuiry bill
gains cosponsors
Four more senaftors have signed

as co-sponsors to the Academy-
supported National Childhood
Vaccine-Injury Compensation Act
(S. 827). Senators Albert Gore (D-
Tenn.), Slade Gorton (R-Wash.),
John Stennis (D-Miss.) and Sam
Nunn (D-Ga.) have joined Dale
Bumpers (D-Ark .), Orrin Hatch
(R-Utah) and Spark Matsunaga
(D-Hawaii) in supporting the mea-
sure. The bill was introduced April
2 by Sen. Paula Hawkins (R-Fla.)

and aims to ensure prompt and
equitLable compensation for per-
sons who suffer permanent ad-
verse reactions to any of the seven
mandated childhood vaccines.
Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.),

chairman of the health subcom-
mittee of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, is prepar-
ing to introduce a similiar bill in the
House. Waxman sponsored the
vaccine-injury legislation drafted
by AAP in the last Congress.
AAP Fellows are encouraged to

contact their senators and repre-
sentatives, pressing for support of
the measure.

Fellow to head ADAMHA
Donald Ian Macdonald, M.D.,

FAAP, has received Senate ap-
proval to serve as the adrninistrator
of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and
Mental Health Administration
(ADAMHA). Dr. Macdonald, a
long-time fighter for drug abuse
prevention, had been serving as
acting ADAMHA administrator
since July 1984. a

Action last month at the Ameri-
can Medical Association (AMA)
annual meeting demonstrated that
the AMA increasingly is recogniz-
ing Academy expertise -in child

health matters, stated Cal Sia, M.-D.,
FAAP, chairman of the AMA Section
Council on Pediatrics.
''Over the years, the Academy

and the AMA have strengthened

their relationship,'' Dr. Sia told AAP
News. "The AMA is recognizing
Academy efforts and the Academy
is working through the AMA to ex-
pand the impact of those efforts.''
The Academy's success in gain-

ing influence by building coalitions
is one reason for its stronger voice in
AMA activities. Dr. Sia acknowl-
edged that another reason is the
-AAP-'s retrent thrust intolthe national
spotlight on matters such as Baby
Doe and vaccine injury. The latter
issue illustrates how the Academy
has been able to flex its influence;
Academy leaders convinced the
AMA to forgo its original plan of
gaining vaccine-injury compen-
sation on a state-by-state basis in
favor of national compensation
legislation.

delegates wanted to move on the
federal level,'' Dr. Sia said.-

,P Vaccineinjurycompensation.
Calling the vote a '"'reaffirmation of
the importance of AAP's efforts
through the section council," Dr. Sia
noted that AMA delegates unani-
mously agreed to continue to sup-
port national vaccine compensa-
tion measures.
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o Medicaleducation.TheAcad-
emy offered a resolution to modify
the ''Essentials for Accredited Resi-
dencies'' by requiring the alloca-
tion of time for practice-related
issues, such as medical liability,
practice economics and practice
management. The resolution was
adopted with an amendment that
changed the requirement to a
recommendation

a Child abuse detection. The
delegates approved a resolution
that called for the AMA to urge all
U.S. medical schools to provide in-
struction for the diagnosis, treatment
and reporting of child abuse and
neglect.

* Alcoholacnddriving.TheAMA
Council on Scientific Affairs on
Alcohol and the Driver recom-
mended the support of .05 percent
blood-alcohol level as the standard
level alt which driving would be

Continued on p. 10

Pediatric highlights
Delegates to the AMA meeting

discussed a nurnber of issues affect-
ing pediatricians, including:

* Medical malpractice. ''The
AMA always has been perceived
as a conservative group, a percep-
tion that was illustratted by the Texas
delegation,'' Dr. Sia explained,
referring to discussion on proposed
federal legislation which provides
substantial incentives for state
governments to approve and retain
tort reform measures. During dis-
cussion, the Texas delegation
offered an amendment aimed at
restricting the AMA from supporting
a nationatl tort reform bill. The
amendment was rejected.
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page 19 under ' 2 Months-Antici-
patory Guidance -Nutrition'' and
on page 23 under ''4 Months -An
ticipatory Guidance -Nutrition.''
An erratum restating these sec-

tions with the correct dosage of 15
nag daily willbe inseited in all future
copies of the guidelines.

A serious error in the Academy
Guidelines for Health Supervision
has been confirmed by the AAP
Committee on Nutrition.
In two places, the guidelines state

the dose of supplemental iron for
infantsas 15mg/kgklay. Thecorrect
dose is 15 mg daily
The dosage was misstated on
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